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b.) Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the specification as follows (page and line numbers refer to the 
enclosed English language version of the application): 

• At page 1 , line 2, please insert: 
-Field of the Invention— 

• At page 1, line 6, please insert: 
—Description of the Background— 

• At page 2, line 23, please insert: 
-Summary of the Invention— 

• At page 2, line 29, please insert: 

-Embodiments and advantages of the invention are set forth in part in the 
description, which follows, and in part, may be obvious firom this description, or may be 
learned from the practice of the invention. 

Description of the Figures 
Figure 1 Fresh weight of Arabidopsis thaliana plants grown for 20 days in sterile 
agar culture supplied with different nitrogen sources. 

Figure 2 Examples of potential metabolic conversions of D-amino acids in 
organisms. 

Figure 3 Fresh weight of wild-type plants and plants transformed with the bacterial 
gene encoding the enzyme D-serine dehydratase. 

Figure 4 Biomass (a) and nitrogen content (b) at harvest of Arabidopsis thaliana 
grown for 14 days after germination. 

Figure 5 Biomass (a) and nitrogen content (b) at harvest of Arabidopsis thaliana 
grown for 14 days after germination. 

Description of the Invention— 

• At page 29, line 12, please insert: 
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— The following examples illustrate embodiments of the invention, but should not 
be viewed as limiting the scope of the invention.— 
• At page 37, line 9, please insert: 

-Other embodiments and advantages of the invention are set forth in part in the 
description, which follows, and in part, may be obvious from this description, or may be 
leamed from the practice of the invention. All references cited herein, including all U.S. 
and foreign patents and patent applications, and all publications or other documentary 
materials, are specifically and entirely hereby incorporated herein by reference. It is 
intended that the specification and examples be considered exemplary only, with the true 
scope and spirit of the invention indicated by the following claims.-- 
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